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Care of Children.—An estimated increase of 54 p.c. in juvenile delinquenecy*
from 1939 to 1942 reveals the value of home training in normal times, since much
of this increase is attributed to the absence of the father on active service or at a
distant point, or to the mother being engaged in war work. Where such parental
care is lacking, the gap has to be filled as well as possible by organized agencies
operating under the direction of the Departments of Public Welfare in the various
provinces, and by the Children’s Aid Societies, the Big Brother Movement and the
Big Sister Association, the summer camps organized by service clubs—often in
conjunction with the local juvenile court—and by the Y.M.C.A. and church groups,
whereby children at a loose end are given instruction in good citizenship and are
afforded a substitute for parental counsel and example.

While the present-day tendency is to permit children requiring supervision and
care to remain in their own homes under such official or other supervision as is
necessary and to place orphans and neglected children in approved foster homes,
there are still many cases where housing in an institution is desirable or necessary;
in fact, the institutions will always be necessary as receiving stations where children
can be kept until suitable arrangements can be made for their absorption into the
life of a family.

The following statistics cover children cared for in four types of institution:
(1) homes for adults and children; (2) orphanages; (8) Children’s Aid Societies;
and (4) juvenile immigration societies. (As explained at p. 677, day nurseries
are not included.) Table 14 gives the number of each type reporting. At the date
of the latest census, June 2, 1941, there were 38,046 young persons from 0-20 years
of age under care in these four classes of institution, as follows: (1) 6,104; (2) 14,669;
(3) 16,991; (4) 282.

Table 16 shows the distribution of these 38,046 children by age groups and pro-
vinces together with the placement of the children and indicates that only about
65-2 p.c. of the children under care were actually domiciled in the sponsoring or
other institutions or in hospital, the remainder were placed either in foster homes
or were under supervision in their own homes. The source of maintenance by
provinees is also shown in Table 16, and Table 17 gives the family status of children
under care.

* For statistics of juvenile delinquency, see the Judicial and Penitentiary Statistics Chapter of this
volume.

16.—Children and Minors in Care, by Provinces, as at June 2, 1941
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